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EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF DR. JAMES 
CLITHERALL, 1776. 

[In April of 1776 Dr. James Clitherall left Charleston, South Caro 

lina, as escort to Mrs. Arthur Middleton and Mrs. Edward Eutledge, 

wTho were to join their husbands in Philadelphia, where they were at 

tending Congress. We have selected those portions of the diary which 

relate to the doctor's sojourn in Philadelphia and New York, and omit 

the incidents of travel en route.?Ed. Penna Mag.] 

" 
May IS.?We reached the Schuylkill early in the after 

noon, from whence we had an agreeable prospect of several 

country seats pleasantly situated on its banks and a view of 

Philadelphia. About dusk we ended our journey and took 

lodgings at Mrs. Yard5s on Second street. I immediately 
waited on Mr. Duch? and West, two of my best friends in 

Philadelphia, but was informed that the appearance of the 

King's Ships so far up the river made them hurry their 

families out of town. 
" In this metropolis I had an opportunity of seeing the 

grand Continental Congress, a body of men to my knowl 

edge not equaled in history; men who like Cincinnatus of 

old, have left their private occupations and taken temporary 
leave of their family affairs, and disregarded the tender 

emotions of matrimonial, paternal and filial piety, and bade 

adieu to the soft Couch of Luxury to serve three millions 

of free people, whose confidence they so much possess, that 

their advice alone has more weight than the laws of the 

most splended tyrant, decked with all the trappings of 

Royalty. 
" I was visited by my quondam fellow collegians Coxe, 

Chew, Tilghman, Mifflin, Redman, Graydon and Hillegas, 
and a few days after by my most valued friend Mr. West, a 

gentleman who expressed the greatest pleasure at seeing 
me. Our joy was reciprocal. He was a second father to 

me while under his guardianship, and on many occasions 

showed the sincerest regard for my father. He left Mrs. 
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West and his family about thirty miles from Philadelphia, 
in a pleasant, healthy situation and came to town now and 

then to enjoy the company of his old friends, inspect his 

business and hear the news. Mr. Duch? also waited upon 
me on his hearing of my arrival. Our meeting was af 

fectionate?his goodness and greatness of character as a 

preacher and politeness as a private gentleman, is well 

known in America and some parts of Europe. Among the 

rest of my visitors I must not forget Dr. Smith, Provost 

of the College, who is famous in the literary world as a 

pretty writer and great mathematician. I met Mr. Lynch, 
whose situation struck me deeply with the feebleness of 

human nature. He was greatly recovered ; could keep up 
a conversation very well, but now and then his memory 
seemed to fail him. It was indeed shocking to see a man 

whose opinion at one moment swayed millions, and the 

next he himself under the direction of doctors and nurses. 
" I soon perceived in this city that parties ran high?the 

body of the people were for Independency. The Proprie 

tary, John Penn, and most of the gentlemen of the city 
attached to his interest, were against it lest the form of 

government should be changed, and they would no more 

acknowledge the old officers of the government. The Pro 

prietary, if being still in times of danger was Prudence, 
behaved in a most unexceptionable manner. The gentle 

men of the Province were much to blame, when they 
should have been industrious. The people thinking inac 

tivity in times when they were surrounded with as many 

dangers as the hairs of their heads, a base desertion, chose 

governors among themselves?this nettled the gentlemen 
and they too late saw their behaviour had been too timor 
ous and very impolitick. Some have now retired into the 

country disgusted at the present proceedings, fearful of the 

people, and railing at men in office on account of their low 

birth and little fortune. The rage of the multitude at pres 
ent only vented itself in whisperings, but on a recommen 

dation of Congress that those Colonies that did not find 

their present form of government sufficient for the exigency 
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of the times, would settle a form of government for them 

selves, the rage of the people burst out in a protest against 
their present Assembly, who had instructed their Delegates 
not to vote for Independency? A meeting of the people was 

called. I attended it. The paper calling the meeting was 

produced recommending a number of resolves; the Com 

mittee of Inspection proposed the appointment of a chair 

man; Roberdeau was seated. The different questions were 

then put ; the people behaved in such a tyranical manner 

that the least opposition was dangerous. They came seem 

ingly with a determined resolution to comply strictly with 

the recommendations of the paper, and Colonel Cadwalader, 
one of their favorites, was grossly insulted for proposing a 

different form, preserving at the same time the sense of the 

resolves. 
" The questions were put, at the first of which, a man 

because he would not vote as they did was insulted and 

abused, I therefore thought it prudent to vote with the 

multitude and we resolved, that the present Assembly was 

incompetent to form a new constitution, which was abso 

lutely necessary, and called a conference of committees 

from each county to debate whether a convention should 

be held or a new Assembly chosen. In the mean time the 

publick papers were filled with protests and remonstrances. 

Scandal and abuse; nay, any gentleman who offered to 

speak in favor of the old constitution was abused and one 

published, and threatened in the Evening Post?The As 

sembly dissolved themselves. The attention of the publick 
was now taken up by the captains of the thirteen gondolas, 
who on being suspected by the people of cowardice (ex 

cepting Huston and one or two more) attempted to throw 

the blame on the Council of Safety by accusing them of 

tardiness and negligence in not supplying them with suf 

ficent ammunition. The Council of Safety retorted and 

proved that they had sufficient ammunition, but were afraid 

of venturing too near the Roebuck and Liverpoole, and 

therefore wasted their supplies in ineffectual long shots. 

The captains complained of the want of a commodore; 
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the Council appointed, they were not pleased with him, 
took away his colors; the commodore complained to the 

Council who appointed both the captains and himself, the 

Council could do nothing, for the captains, seeing they 
would soon have new masters, refused to obey their ap 

pointers. Thus the affairs stood till the conference met; 

they recommended to these excellent Officers that they 
would obey the Council until the Convention which they 
called met. About this time the great, the brave and good 

Washington arrived to confer with Congress about the 

measures of campaign. He was admired by the people, 
revered and respected. His late generalship in driving 

Howe and the British army from Boston will immortalize 

his name, and the respect due to one of the greatest men 

the World ever produced, will certainly be paid him by an 

American Livy, and verses more sublime than Homer5s, for 

surely the defender of the Liberties of his country is more 

worthy of laurels immortal than heroes who were engaged 
in fighting to regain a royal w-. The brave Mifflin ac 

companied the General, and Gates who was of infinite 

service in arranging the American army about this time, 
the Committee of Privates (a body founded in faction and 

growing in insolence) became remarkable by their advice 

to Congress and indecent charge against that honorable 

body, for not paying sufficient attention to the safety of 

Pennsylvania, signed by Simpson, a drunken shoemaker 
as chairman. I forgot to mention, that before the meeting 
of the conference every method was taken to force men 

into Independency by this body. They put the question to 

the City Battalions under arms, and any man who dared 

oppose their opinion was insulted and hushed by their in 

terruptions, cheers and hissings. I do not mean by this 

that there was not a majority in their way of thinking, but 
to shew how unfair and partial their proceedings were. 

" I was as happy here as the absence of my relations would 

admit, after living one month at Mrs. Yard5s Mr. Middleton 

and Rutledge invited me to live with them, and here I ex 

perienced much happiness in the pleasure of Mrs. Middle 
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ton5s conversation, a lady who is one of the first of her 

sex for sense, politeness and every female accomplishment. 
Mrs. Rutledge was generally sick and the gentlemen at 

Congress. 
" 

July 2.?This glorious day that threw off the tyranny of 

George III., and greeted the Colonies as free united and 

independent states, I left Philadelphia, having yesterday 
heard that an attack on New York was expected hourly. 

Harleston and Burrows accompanied me. We had letters 

to the Generalissimo, Generals Mifflin, Putnam, Col. Moy 

lan, Col. Read and Dr. Morgan, and rode post through the 

rain. At twelve o5clock that night we arrived at Brunswick, 
in New Jersey, after passing through Frankford, Bristol, 

Trenton and Princeton. 
" 

July S.?As my old acquaintance, Mr. L. Clarkson had 

made this his city of refuge, I thought it would be too great 

neglect not to call upon him in my way to New York. I 

roused him very early in the morning and found that he 

was ordered on duty at New York, that there was no 

occasion for hurrying, as we did the day before. I there 

fore breakfasted with him, after which I put my horse to his 

chair and we proceeded for head-quarters at Woodbridge, 
we were advised to go around by Elizabethtown, the old 

way being dangerous. On our way we overtook a number 

of troops marching for New York. The fields were de 

serted and every man seemed prepared to defend his liber 

ties. When we arrived at Elizabethtown, we found the 

people much alarmed, and the women, children and baggage 
were hurried out of town, occasioned by the appearance of 

the British Troops at the Point where they had just taken 

up a bridge and possession of the Ferry house. It was 

now plain that they intended to secure Staten Island. We 

hurried on to New York and here found every one pre 

paring for an attack. We took some refreshment and set 

off for the end of our journey, but could scarce get along, 
the ferries were so much crowded. About 3 o5clock (after 
Clarkson5s frequently saying he would rather eat than fight) 
we arrived in this town, found all the streets near the water 
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barricaded, ready for an attack, We dined at Hullson's, 

very indifferent fare and lodged at Miss Adams5s. As the 

General was out of town, we deferred delivering our letters. 
" 

July 4-?"We waited upon his Excellency, who gave us 

an invitation to dine with him, but being engaged with 

Col. Moylan, Quarter Master General to the American army, 
we could not accept of it, but according to his invitation? 

" 
July 5.?We dined with him in company with Genls 

Wadsworth and Mercer, Col. Read, Adjutant General of 

the army, Major-, and the gentlemen of his household. 

The General seemed a little unbent at his table, was very 
affable and requested our company to King's Bridge the 

next morning. 
" 

July 6.?At five o'clock we were at the General's door 

and proceeded to King's Bridge with him and his aid de 

camps Co? Gary and Webb. We drove very fast and soon 

got to the fortification, which was commanded by Geni 

Mifflin, who had two good Philadelphia Battalions here of 

Col. Shea and Magaw. We examined the works, which 
wrere amazing strong and commanded on its western side 

the North River. The fort (called after the General), on 

the top of Mount Defiance, was erecting under the inspec 
tion of a French Engineer, who came with great recom 

mendations to Congress. A few outworks were cast up 
about the hills which was made so inaccessible by nature 

and strong by art, that it was thought the whole British 
force could not take it. We breakfasted with Gen1 Mifflin, 
who we left about 10 o'clock, after waiting upon the General 
to his house, about 2 miles from the city, and refusing an 

invitation to dine with him, we returned. This day we 

dined with Dr Morgan, who was very kind and polite to us, 

particularly to myself, who he pressed to stay with him 
while at New York. In the afternoon we visited the grand 

Battery and called upon Gen1 Putnam who was not at home, 
but his lady requested we would breakfast with him in the 

morning. 
" 

July 7.?We breakfasted with Geni. Putnam, who we 

found to be rough in his manner and speaking, but cheerful. 

Vol. xxii.?31 
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He offered us his barge and Dr Morgan accompanied us to 

Governor's Island, Red Hook and a Neck that joined Long 
Island. The works at these places were very good, but the 

general complaint was want of cannon. We returned about 

dinner time and dined with Lord Stirling, who had been 

very polite in offering his house and Stables to us. The in 

vitation from Gen1 Washington hindered us from accepting 
another. 

" 
July 8.?We dined with the brave G1 Putnam. 

" 
July 9.?Dr Morgan accompanied us to view the works 

on Long Island, some of which command the city of New 

York. We dined at ye Coffee House. 

July 10.?We dined at the Coffee House and having seen 

all the works erected for the defence of the town, and it 

being the general opinion that General Howe would not 

attack the town very soon, we resolved to set off on a 

journey for the four New England Provinces.55 
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